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CHAPTER   X

FROM TEE RENEWAL OF THE BANK CHARTER IN
1800 TO THE ACT FOR THE RESUMPTION OP
CASH PAYMENTS IN 1819

1, Soon after the year 1800 a remarkable phenomenon began
to attract the notice of persons who had paid attention to the
Oummcy. We have just seen how lamentably deficient the
"harvest of 1700 had been, and the enormous quantities of grain
it became necessary to purchase. The autumn of 179J), and the
ensuing winter, were equally unfavourable as the preceding had
been to all descriptions of farming operations. The spring of
1800 was exceedingly wet; and, in the middle of the harvest,
heavy and continuous rains set in. In consequence, the htirvest-
time was even more calamitous than the preceding one. In the
north part of the island the crops were a total failure* Notwith-
standing that the unprecedented quantity of 1,242,507 quarters
of wheat were imported, prices continued to rise to a famine scale.
The public peace was with difficulty preserved, and in November,
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